SAFEGUARDING POLICY 2020
Children and Young People Policy
This Safeguarding policy is based on guidelines and legislation outlined in the following documents:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Code of Ethics and Good Practice for Children’s Sport, Sport Northern Ireland 2006.
Children (NI) Order 1995.
Our Duty to Care NI, DHSSPS 2007.
Getting It Right, DHSSPS 2004.
Co-operating to Safeguard Children DHSSPS 2003.
Protection of Children And Vulnerable Adults (NI) Order Information Notes 1 -3.
Area Child Protection Committee – Regional Child Protection Policy 2005.
Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups (NI) Order 2007.

Safeguarding or Child Protection
The term child protection has been changed to safeguarding as it reflects the wider responsibility for
health and safety and prevention as well as just protection from abuse. The word safeguarding has
been used with increasing frequency over the last few years in a wide range of settings and
situations, going well beyond the world of children and child protection. It may be defined as “Doing
everything possible to minimise the risk of harm to children and young people.”
Safeguarding is about being proactive and putting measures in place in advance of any contact with
children to ensure that children are going to be kept safe. This could include:
•

Ensuring staff are properly checked when they are recruited;

•

Guidelines for people who come into contact with children as part of their role to ensure they
know what they need to do to keep children safe; and

•

Guidelines for planning an event or activity with children and putting measures in place to
minimise the risk of safeguarding issues occurring.
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POLICY STATEMENT

We at Belfast Canoe Club are committed to good practice which protects children from harm.
Coaches and other volunteers accept and recognise their responsibility to provide an environment
which promotes the safety of the child at all times. To achieve this we will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop an awareness of the issues which may lead to children being harmed.
Create an open environment by identifying a ‘Designated person’ to whom the children can turn
to if they need to talk.
Adopt child centred and democratic coaching styles.
Adopt Safeguarding guidelines through Codes of Conduct for members and all adults working at
the club. Adult workers include coaches, parents and volunteers.
Ensure careful recruitment, selection and management procedures. These procedures will
include regular support and supervision is provided to staff/volunteers.
Ensure complaints, grievance and disciplinary procedures are included in our constitution.
Share information about concerns with children and parents and others who need to know.
Provide information as required to the management committee.
Ensure good and safe working/playing practices.
Be involved in training made available through the various agencies and strengthen links with
these agencies.
Keep Safeguarding policies under regular review (every three years minimum).
Have procedures relating specifically to bullying, away trips, transport and use of photography.
Have an induction document available for parents, coaches and children clearly outlining their
rights and responsibilities.

__________________________
Belfast Canoe Club

___________________ Chairperson,
Date

The Children (Northern Ireland) Order (1995) is based on a clear and consistent set of principles
designed with the common aim of promoting the welfare of children.
Children have the right to be safe. All coaches should ensure that this fundamental principle takes
precedence over all other considerations.
This policy applies to all those involved in Belfast Canoe Club, coaches, administrators, officials,
volunteer drivers, parents and young people.
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EQUALITY STATEMENT
• This club is committed to ensuring that equity is incorporated across all aspects of its
development. In doing so it acknowledges and adopts the following Sport Northern Ireland
definition of sports equity:
“Sports equity is about fairness in sport, equality of access, recognising inequalities and taking
steps to address them. It is about changing the culture and structure of sport to ensure it becomes
equally accessible to everyone in society.”
• The club respects the rights, dignity and worth of every person and will treat everyone equally
within the context of their sport, regardless of age, ability, gender, race, ethnicity, religious
belief, sexuality or social/economic status.
• The club is committed to everyone having the right to enjoy their sport in an environment free
from threat of intimidation, harassment and abuse.
• All club members have a responsibility to oppose discriminatory behaviour and promote equality
of opportunity.
• The club will deal with any incidence of discriminatory behaviour seriously, according to club
disciplinary procedures.
To address the vulnerability of children with a disability, coaches will seek guidance on working with
children with a disability from external agencies, parents/guardians and the children themselves.
CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT
We at Belfast Canoe Club will never promise to keep secrets. However, information of a confidential
nature will only be communicated on a "need to know" basis, with the welfare of the child
paramount.
Considerations of confidentiality will not be allowed to override the rights of children or young
members to be protected from harm.
A full Safeguarding policy statement is displayed on the club web-site for all interested parties to
read.
AWARENESS OF THE ISSUES
Background knowledge in relation to child abuse, the general principles of Safeguarding and the
ability to recognise and respond to abuse are important issues. Of primary concern for Belfast Canoe
Club is the issue of Safeguarding of our young members within the operation of the club. However,
being cognisant of the indicators of abuse in respect of young members caused by others outside the
club, are of an equal importance for the safety and well being of that child.
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Co-operating to Safeguard Children 2003 formally recognises four types of abuse:
1. Physical Abuse
Physical abuse is the deliberate physical injury to a child, or the wilful or neglectful failure to prevent
physical injury or suffering. This may include hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or
scalding, drowning, suffocating, confinement to a room or cot, or inappropriately giving drugs to
control behaviour.
2. Emotional Abuse
Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional ill treatment of a child such as to cause severe and
persistent adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve conveying to
children that they are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar as they meet the
needs of another person. It may involve causing children frequently to feel frightened or in danger,
or the exploitation or corruption of children. Some level of emotional abuse is involved in all types of
ill treatment of a child, though it may occur alone. Domestic violence, adult mental health problems
and parental substance misuse may expose children to emotional abuse.
3. Sexual Abuse
Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child to take part in sexual activities, whether or not the
child is aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical contact, including penetrative
or non-penetrative acts. They may include non-contact activities, such as involving children in
looking at or the production of pornographic material or watching sexual activities, or encouraging
children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways.
4. Neglect
Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s physical, emotional and/or psychological needs,
likely to result in significant harm. It may involve a parent or carer failing to provide adequate foods,
shelter and clothing, failing to protect a child from physical harm or danger, failing to ensure access
to appropriate medical care or treatment, lack of stimulation or lack of supervision. It may also
include non-organic failure to thrive (faltering growth).
In addition to these Belfast Canoe Club recognises that we have a responsibility to:
“protect children from bullying and to have policies and procedures in places to do so”
Co-operating to Safeguard Children DHSSPS, 2003
Coaches should challenge bullying in any form i.e. physical or emotional. Physical bulling can take
the form of attacks, such as hitting, kicking, taking or damaging belongings. Emotional bullying may
be a verbal assault, including name-calling, insults, repeat teasing, sectarian/racist assaults, or it may
take more indirect forms, such as spreading malicious gossip, rumours or excluding someone from a
social group. Bullying is not an accepted behaviour towards anyone at Belfast Canoe Club be they
child, coach, volunteer or parent. Anyone found to be bullying others will be dealt with seriously
both in regards to the behaviour exhibited and the reasons for the behaviour. This club has an antibullying policy in place.
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